MANUAL:
PALLIATIVE CARE SCREENING IN THE MEDICAL CARDIAC INTENSIVE CARE UNIT (MCICU) OF MOUNT CARMEL HEALTH
POLICY:  It is the policy of Mount Carmel Health System that patients in the Medical Cardiac Intensive Care Unit will be assessed regarding specific clinical criteria so as to have access to appropriate and timely palliative care consultation.

RESPONSIBLE PERSONS: MCICU INTENSIVISTS, REGISTERED NURSES, SOCIAL WORKERS, CHAPLAINS, PHARMACISTS AND OTHER THERAPISTS; AND MOUNT CARMEL PALLIATIVE PHYSICIANS, ADVANCE PRACTICE NURSES, AND NURSE CLINICIANS
PROCEDURE: 

1. MCICU RN, Intensivists, Social Worker, Chaplain, and Pharmacist will perform a Palliative Care Criteria-based assessment on each patient’s first MCICU day during daily interdisciplinary rounds utilizing the Palliative Care MCICU Screening tool.

a. ICU RN will lead process and document criteria-based assessments of all MCICU patients completing all prompts unless patient does not meet criteria due to diagnosis.

b. When patients meet criteria, MCICU RN will advise the rounding team and intensivists of the appropriateness for a Palliative Medicine Consult. 
c. The Intensivist will communicate with primary physician regarding the plan for palliative consultation.  

d. Preliminary communication with patient/family will be facilitated by MCICU staff utilizing appropriate scripting and palliative information sheets and booklet.  
e. The order for Palliative Medicine Consultation is processed by the unit clerk and called to the answering service in a timely manner as outlined by ICU policy.

f. Patients will continue to be assessed during rounds throughout course of MCICU stay or until palliative consultation has occurred.
g. Palliative Physician, Advance Practice Nurse or Nurse Clinician will facilitate interdisciplinary family conference to establish goals of care and review the anticipated course of the patient’s illness.
h. Patients not meeting criteria initially will be re-assessed on a daily basis. 
2. Off Unit MCICU Patients will be assessed daily by resident
a. Resident will review MCICU overflow patients according to Palliative Care Criteria for MCICU patients and will then collaborate with MCICU Intensivist.
3.   The Palliative Care Criteria-based screening tool is not a part of the official patient record; it will be maintained by nursing and retained for outcomes measurement.
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